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Introduction
• Background
• GIRT as part of PhD research project 

• GIRT administration and method 

• Diver motivation survey
• Adopt-a-Wreck
• Survey reporting 
• Linking other citizen science programs SMS Emden (1916)

North Keeling Island, Indian Ocean 
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Background



Can public archaeology inform science based underwater cultural 
heritage management?

• understand the condition of shipwrecks and the factors driving 
their preservation or deterioration (site formation processes)

• understand who is interested to participate in this citizen 
science project and whether their motivation changes 
throughout the course of their participation (questionnaire)



GIRT administration

Guidelines Survey 1 Survey 2 Survey 3 Survey 4 Survey 5



Can public archaeology inform science based underwater cultural 
heritage management? - Motivation questionnaire

heritage and 
protection

diving 
motivation

science and 
conservation

volunteering

demographic 
data 



Adopt-a-wreck

www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.
org/content/adopt-wreck-scheme

• Devised by Chris Underwood

• The scheme serves as a way of 
encouraging the public to actively 
record the sites they are visiting.  In the 
UK, everyone who has adopted a site is 
encouraged to submit their work for 
the annual ‘Adopt a Wreck Award’. 

https://www.nauticalarchaeologysociety.org/content/adopt-wreck-scheme


Survey Reporting - GIRT website and AUCHD

GIRT records can be attached 
to a shipwreck or submerged 

aircraft’s site environment 
record in AUCHD. 

Survey records are entered 
into the GIRT website 

www.girtsd.org/reporting

http://www.girtsd.org/reporting


Linking other citizen sciences  
a holistic approach – sharing data 

Eye on the Reef
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